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[image: image5.jpg]The following is two reviews of Quo's concerts which took
place on the extra leg of their last tour,

After just seeing Quo earlier in the year at Hammersmith,
this second set of dates was a real surprise and amazing.
Quo played three nights in all and each was as good as the
other, You could see, though, that the band was tired
because at the end of the show, as the nights progressed,

an extra number was dropped from the set, The first night
the lights dimmed and six thousand voices cheered as hard

as they could., Scarves and banners were held aloft swaying
backwards and forwards in the auditorium. Quo launched into
the classic "Caroline" (I remember when that was the encore!l)
and the corwd went crazy. From "Caroline" there was barely
a pause before Quo launched into "Roll Over Lay Down". The
crowd kept up a relentless chant of Quo oh oh oh oh,
competing at times with the blistering power of the speaker
stacks mounted on the stage. Then Quo went into "Little
Lady" with Alan doing most of Rick's vocals as his voice was
almost giving up.
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number which I didn't expect them to do live, went down well
with everyone singing along, especially the Oh Oh Oh bits.
"Whatever You Want" was delivered with great power with the
band stalking the stage like a pack of hungry panthers. Then
into "Hold You Back" followed by "Something 'bout You Baby"
and a real killer version of "Over The Edge" with Alan's
voice spot on.

Then the tempo downed slightly for "What You're Proposing".
"In My Chair" followed which amazed everybody to hear that
again, T thought it had been dropped for good. Then

"Dirty Water" and so on, "Forty Five Hundred Times' was as
brilliant as usual with the band seeming to find an endless
supply of energy as they tore around the stage from one end
to another at a frightening pace for a full nineteen or so
minutes of breathtaking boogie. Then on into "Big Fat Mama"
through to "Don't Waste My Time" and again another long one,
"Roadhouse Blues", Quo thrashed through that and then the
encore came, The stage was covered in smoke, then the first
few bars of "Rain" and Quo were off again. They then
launched into "Down Down". Then it was John's turn and he
gave us a tasteful bashing of his drum kit with some catchy
military style drumming.

The finale followed, with the crowd and the band giving their
all. '"Bye Bye Johnny" with everyone joining in the chorus,
then the final bars and it was all over for a few hours until
the next night, Everyone left smiling but exhausted. Quo
were back again with a vengeance,
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LIVERPOOL - 30 MAY 1981 BY JIM CONNOR

At last, the second leg of the UK tour and Quo were back with
a vengeance., With most of the technical faults ironed out
they were about to give us a night we wouldn't forget for

some time to come, Every Quo fan knows the scene. The

lights dim, four figures take up their positions on stage, the
familiar drone from the keyboards, the spotlight on the smoke-
filled stage and suddenly there is Rick giving us the magical
first few bars of "Caroline". The stage bursts into life as
Quo perform what must surely be the all time classic Quo
number. Barely a pause for breath and they launch into

"Roll Over Lay Down", each number being greeted by

tremendous applause from the crowd.

I thought it was strange to see Alan doing vocals until Frances
explained about Rick's throat infection so the show went on
with Nuff ploughing through "Little Lady", "Whatever You Want"
and the brilliant "Forty Five Hundred Times" as well as
"Backwater" and "Over The Edge", which for my money sounded
better live than it does on the album.



[image: image8.jpg]Considering the band had been on tour for over two months,
Quo were full of energy and rattled through all the old
favourites and the new, although I had hoped they would do
more than "Something 'bout You Baby" off the "Never Too
Late" album,

After that it was non-stop, heads down boogie right until the
end and the crowd weren't finished then. After many cries of
'We want Quo' and choruses of 'You'll never walk alone' Quo
returned and gave us a brilliant encore, which only lacked
"Rain", They played "Down Down", John did his excellent

drum solo, then "Bye Bye Johnny" and that was it, Although
the crowd continued calling for more, the lights came up and
it was over, Everyone left smiling, happy and totally
knackered - until the next time. Oh yeah! and we all sang
"Happy Birthday" to Francis as well,
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QUO_ALBUM_DISCOGRAPHY CONTINUED

1971 MA KELLY'S GREASY SPOON: JANUS JLS 3018

side 1: Same as British release.

side 2: Omits "Is It Really Me"/"Gotta Go Home" and adds "In My Chair" instead.
Comments: This is the North American release of "Ma Kelly". It has a different picture
on the reverse side of the cover. All the tracks are the same mix as the British version.

1972 DOG_OF TWO HEAD: PYE 3301

side 1: "Umleitung" (Lancaster/Lynes - 7,07), "Na Na Na" (Rossi/Young extraction - 0.15),
omething's Going On In My Head" (Lancaster - 4.58), "Mean Girl" (Rossi/Young - 3.54),
"“Na Na Na" (Rossi/Young extraction - 0.45).

side 2: "Gerdun Dula" (Manston/James - 3.50), "Railroad" (Rossi/Young - 5.39), "Someone's
Learning" (Lancaster - 7.07), "Na Na Na"(Rossi/Young - 2.27).

Comments: This is generally regarded as the first real Status Quo LP although "Ma Kelly"
contained Quo's first dabblings with twelve bar boogie. It also provided Quo with their
first big hit single in the classic "Mean Girl". Although it didn't chart until after
the release of the "Piledriver" LP the following year, promotion for this LP amongst the
never ending one nighters included having the support slot on the 1972 slade tour which
also took Quo to Europe and Australia. The USA release of this LP was on the Dell label
and did not have the characteristic gatefold sleeve.

1972 PILEDRIVER - VERTIGO 6360 082

Side 1: "Don't Waste My Time" (Rossi/Young - 4.18), "0 Baby" (Rossi/Parfitt - 4.33), "A
Year" (Lancaster/Frost - 5.50), "Unspoken Words" (Rossi/Young = 5.10).

Side 2: "Big Fat Mama" (Rossi/Parfitt - 5.53), "Paper Plane" (Rossi/Young - 2.57), "All
The Reasons" (Parfitt/Lancaster - 3.43), "Roadhouse Blues" (Doors - 7.28).

Comments: As Quo's contract with Pye lapsed, their new Manager, Colin Johnson, secured a
deal with the recently formed Vertigo label and along with Black Sabbath became the label's
two heavy rock blockbusters. With the help of DJ John Peel, "Piledriver" crashed into the
charts during the first week of release and signalled the end of Quo's formative years and
the start of their immense success. Stateside they signed a long-term contract with the

A and M label which also heralded Quo's first visit to the USA and Canada.

1973 GOLDEN HOUR OF STATUS QUO - PYE GH 556

side 1: "Pictures OF Matchstick Men"/"The Price Of Love"/"Mr Mind Detector
Flats"/"You're Just What I Was Looking For Today"/™When My Mind Is Not Live"/"The Clown"/
"Elizabeth Dreams"/"ihen I Awake"/"Are You Growing Tired Of My Love"
side 2: "Ice In The Sun"/"So Ends Another Life"/"Spicks And Specks"/"Velvet Curtains"/
"Poor 01d Man"/"Sunny Cellophane Skies"/"Gentlemen Joe's Sidewalk Cafe'/"Face Without A
Soul"/"Sheila"/"Green Tambourine"/"Black Veils Of Melancholy".

Comments: One of Pye's infamous golden hour series of compilation LP's featuring early
material but sporting a cover shot of Quo at the 1972 Great Western Festival. As usual
with cheap compilations of this nature, the sound and level are abysmal.
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Side 1: "Roll Over Lay Down" (Quo - 5.41), "Claudie" (Rossi/Young - 4.00), "A Reason For
Living" (Rossi/Parfitt - 4,41), "Blue Eyed Lady" (Lancaster/Parfitt - 3.50).

§ide 2: "Caroline" (Rossi/Young - 4.16), "Softer Ride" (Lancaster/Parfitt - 3.20),
9.\:;3)!:':: Better Now" (Rossi/Young - 3.20), "Forty Five Hundred Times" (Rossi/Parfitt -
Cozments: In my humble opinion, this is Quo's best ever LP from the opening cut to the
final fade of "Forty Five Hundred Times", This LP sums up what Quo are all about and
more, Although not Quo's heaviest LP, it has every single facet of Quo's musical
influences from country ('Claudie") to R 'n B ("A Reason For Living") to the classic
simplistic twelve bar format ('"Caroline") and not forgetting piledriving hard rock
"Roll Over Lay Down". Quo promoted this album with their first headlining tour in the
autunn of 1973 with support band Savoy Brown.

1973 THE BEST OF STATUS QUO - PYE 18402

side 1: "Down The Dustpipe"/"Railroad"/"Tune To The Music"/"April Spring, Summer And
Wednesdays"/"Lakky Lady"/"Daughter".

side 2: "Gerundul a My Chair"/"Umleitung"/"Mean Girl"/"Spinning Wheel Blues.
Comments: Yet another in the long line of compilation LP's issued by Pye in the wake
of Quo's ever increasing success, Pye seem reluctant to issue anything but the original
versions of these songs although alternative takes must be in Pye's deep and dusty
vaults together with some unreleased tracks.

1974 QUO_- VERTIGO 9102 001

side 1: "Backwater" (Parfitt/Lancaster - 4.21), "Just Take Me" (Parfitt/Lancaster - 3.39),
“Break The Rules" (Quo - 3.40), "Drifting Away" (Parfitt/Lancaster - 5.05).

side 2: "Don't Think It Matters" (Parfitt/Lancaster - 4.55), "Fine Fine Fine" (Rossi/
Young - 2.30), "Lonely Man" (Parfitt/Lanc - 5.00), "Slow Train" (Rossi/Young = 7.55).
Comments: Finding immense success with the “Hello" LP (crashing to the number one slot

in the charts during the first week of release), Quo were extremely hard pressed to make
an acceptable follow-up. However, these pressures had little effect with the frantic

four producing yet another masterpiece of an LP, Hitting harder and heavier than ever
before, Quo took to the road for a massive tour, climaxing with two sell out shows at

the Empire Pool, Wembley which were filmed for posterity. Quo had made it.

1975 ON THE LEVEL - VERTIGO 7231 002

side MLittle Lady - Most Of The Time" (Parfitt/Rossi/Young - 6.26), "I Saw The Light!
(Rossi/Young - 3.55), "Over And Done" (Lancaster - 3.55), "Night Ride" (Parfitt/Young -
3.52),

Side 2: "Down Down" (Rossi/Young - 5.24), "Broken Man" (Lancaster - 4,31), 'What To Do
(Rossi/Young - 3.15), "Where I Am" (Parfitt - 3.10), "Bye Bye Johnny" (Berry - 4.35).
Comments: After another tour of the States (supporting Rory Gallagher and others) Quo
returned with fresh songs and new ideas, This LP, although containing typical Quo songs
("I Saw The Light"/"Down Down") saw the band trying new styles and ideas (“Over And Done"/
‘nihere I am"). As a taster for the LP "Down Down" was released as a single and made
number one in the singles charts. Its phenomenal success ensured the album hit gold on
advance orders alone. Quo went on to play their most prestigious gig to date on New
Year's Eve at the Olympia, London, Just how much bigger could Quo get.
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As promised last month, this page will feature news, when there is
some, messages and general questions about Quo., Firstly the news.
At the moment Quo are preparing to go into the studio to start
work on their new LP which will hopefully be released in early
January or February of 1982, No single is being lined up so far
although Phonogram may surprise us with one at Christmas, For the
big 20th anniversary next year, there will definitely be a tour

and other things are lined up. Quo are currently off the road
preparing and writing material for the new LP which, if the last
one is anything to go by, should be one hell of an album, When
there is any more news regarding Quo recordings, I1'll keep you
informed on this page,

And now here are a select few of your questions which were the most
common and interesting.

Q. How do Quo decide on writing about things?

A, They don't decide on any particular subject, they just write a
song about anything that takes them at the time, e.g. happenings on
the road, personal happenings etc.

Q. Who decided on the name Status Quo?

A, Back in the early days of 1962, Quo, as we all know, were
called the Spectres. They then decided to change it to Traffic Jam
which only lasted for a few weeks as another band, namely Steve
Winwood's Traffic had a similar name, So as not to be confused with
the latter, they called themselves Status Quo. Pat Barlow, who in
the early days was Quo's first real manager, thought it up., As

he says "It was a name I kept reading in the papers and hearing on
the telly, It stuck in the mind and seemed appropriate at the time"
Thus in November 1969, Traffic Jam became officially Status Quo
which they have been known as ever since,

Q. How many Gold discs do Quo have?

A. Loads, Only recently they were awarded more than 90 gold,
silver and platinum discs by "Not The Nine O'clock News" star
Pamela Stevenson, The awards were for the UK only for the singles
"What You're Proposing", "Lies", "Whatever You Want" and the

albums "Twelve Gold Bars", "Just Supposing” and "Never Too Late".
Since signing to the Phonogram/Vertigo label in 1972, Status Quo
have sold more than 4,200,000 singles and 2,800,000 albums.

Besides this, Quo were also awarded the Silver Clef award at the
annual Music Therapy Charity lunch held earlier this year, The
award is presented for outstanding services to British music and

has previously been won by Cliff Richard, The Who, Elton John and
Pink Floyd.

y oS IS Sy




[image: image14.jpg]1f anyone has any other interesting questions they would like
answered, just send them in and I'll do my best to answer them,
Please, no questions relating to Rick's birthday, Frances's
favourite colour etc. as they wont be answered for obvious reasons,
Sorry about the non-appearance of the Quo bootleg list but due to
space problems it will be held over until the next issue. Now

for something completely different on the subject of records, By
now you must all have heard of these ghastly take-off discs of
famous people. Well the ultimate has been done - a Status Quo
medley, It's a terrible take-off, if that's what you can call it,
of the fab four. Excerpts include "Rocking All Over The World",
"Again and Again", "Caroline" etc, It's on the Magnet label,
>atalogue Number, for those of you who are interested, is MAG206
and goes under the title of Status Rock, The group doing it are
called The Headbangers, Buy it if you dare. Also on the subject
of take-offs, those lads responsible for the Hee Bee Gee Bees and
other such humorous things have on their LP "The Boring Song".
This is quite a funny take-off of Quo and worth a listen. Catalogue
number is TWITS 101 and it's on the Rea label,

o that's it for this edition. Remember any queries and problems,
etc, let us know, but remember your SAE please,
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[ QUO VIDBO

For those of you lucky enough to own a video, you
may already have these videos, but for those of us
who don't, here is a write-up on the only two Quo
videos so far available.

OFF THE ROAD

This video was not officially released as a Quo
video. Thus earlier in the year, after a legal
battle between Quarry and others concerned, it was
withdrawn from the market. The video is 25 or so
minutes long and features Quo's music and Rick and
John taking part in the sport called Off Roading.
Off Roading is basically motorcycle scrambling but
on four wheels, The video opens with an introduct-
ion about the band spoken over Mystery Song which is
playing in the background, It goes on to show you
the sport in which you see f£ilm of Spud taking part
in a race and Rick being taught some of the pitfalls
of the sport as he has only been into the sport for
a short time, unlike John who has been doing it for
nearly two years, It's a very skilful sport which
is basically doing cross country runs in a range-
rover across muddy lanes, rivers, logs etc. The
band, although Frances and Alan don't really take
part, find it very relaxing after they have been on
a long tour. All through the video you see the two
taking part and Spud preparing his vehicle for a big
race, It is all integrated with the Quo numbers
"ihere I Am", "Rain", "Night Ride" and a couple of
others. It's an interesting video to have if you
can get a copy as it's now quite scarce, For all
you technical freaks, it's only available in VHS.
TWELVE GOLD BARS

This video is even more interesting and even more
rare. It's a promotional thing for the LP "Twelve
Gold Bars", As far as I know, there are only about
six in existence so to own one you would be very
lucky indeed. You may recall Rick gave one away on
Swop Shop once along with an LP etc, The length of
the video is about 40 minutes. It's put together
with different pieces of film all rolled into one.
It has all the numbers on the "Twelve Gold Bars"
album and a film clip of the band as they were when
the song was made, It's rather like a history of
Quo combined with their music. It has Top of the
Pops appearances on it as well as various other
interesting things. It's a definite collector's
item and if you want one, be prepared to pay about

\ £40 to £50 for one.

oooooooooooooooad

Jodoooooooad

7%

\N
N Oooooooooooooo00000




[image: image16.jpg]QuUO

MATES

We had so many requests to re-introduce the page of Quo fans
who want to write to each other so here they are:

Jozef Pirschel, L. Svobodu 3541/9,.9210l1 Piestany, Czechoslovakia,
28 years old, Interested in anything to do with Quo.

Alison Jones, 38 Trevarrick Road, St. Austell, Cormwall.
Would like to boys or girls who are interested in Quo and only
Quo.

Joe Bezuszko, 28 Sewell Road, Currock, Carlisle, Cumbria,
Interests are Status Quo, playing in a rock band, Judas Priest
and just having a good time, Female preferred!

Andy Yates, 34 Eden Avenue, Chatham, Kent, Age 18 years and
interests are Quo, Ted Nugent and bikes.

Sandy Neillands, 26 Bay Street, Fairlie,Ayrshire, Scotland.
Age 18 years and interests are Quo, Rush, Genesis, Golf, Tennis,
Bikes and HM concerts,

Paul Cullen, 34 Crouch Avenue, Barking, Essex, Likes Quo,
football and anything to do with Quo. Age 16 years.

Dave Feltham, 47 Bonner Court, Coopers Walk, Cheshunt, Herts,
Mad on Quo, motorbikes, football (Arsenal). Age 17 years,

Vicki Barr, 11 Filey Close, Cannock, Staffs., Age 18 years.
Interested in all music, especially Quo, going to concerts,
astrology, roller skating, singing and discos.

Ove Olsson, Kingsfagel. Vtg., 79400 Orsa, Sweden. Age 15 years
and interests are Quo, Manchester United and girls.




